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ENGLISH POLICY

Values Statement

Brockholes Wood School is a place where children are nurtured and volued. Together,
The exciting and vibront cwrriculum stimulates life-long learning, enabling children to

Subject Intent

OwMWWWo}EW%BMw@WMPm@SWwwWW
Jully as @ member of society. Through the teaching of reading in particular, in addition to
spoken language, writing and spelling, vocabulary and punctuation, we intend to teach
pupils the skills to communicate their ideas and emotions to others, and allow others to

Cwricwlum

At Brockholes Wood we helieve that every pupil is entitled to a broud, balanced and
relevant cwrriculum that takes into account the requirement of the National Cwrriculum
and any other guidance documents. We helieve that the fundamental functions of
language as a means of expressing feelings, establishing contact with others and bringing,
cwrriculum.  We therefore helieve that all aspects of language need to- be developed. in as
many, different ways as possible in order to help children achieve a confident, fluent and
appropriate use of language.

Rationale for the Teaching and Leaming of Reading
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Reading requires the reader to- make use of a numhber of skills:

* Phonological — heing able to equate a letter or letters with a sound.

+ Syntactical - understanding of grammar and word, order.

* Semantic - an understanding of the meaning being corweyed.
The school meets this with fidelity to a regular systematic phonics scheme with matching
decodable readers to support independence in reading. The development of these skills
hegins in the Early Yewrs when children are introduced to early phonic work, using
Essential Letters and Sounds, and builds on their knowledge of stories, rhymes and
poems, which build cultwrol capital. From Nursery and up to the end of Year 1, phonics is
taught for 20 minutes every day outside of the English lesson. In KS2, any children who
haven't met expected levels will he targeted with relevant intervention programmes.

demanding text, develop and articulate their own preferences, and develop the language
pleaswre is fundamental. During the cowrse of a week, children are provided with
opportunities to read for pleasuwre themselves, or he read to by an adult.

In KS2 children meet the Reading Canon, which is an identified group of texts that they

We recognise the importance of the home school partnership when children are learning to
read and as such, children are encouruged to take their class reading hooks home from the
outset.

Children in the Foundation Stage are working towards achieving the Early Learning Gouls.
They experience a language-rich, cwrriculum in which they are encowrnged to explore the
use of language through role-play, stories, rlymes and other activities. Children will
continue to have access to play opportunities to enhance their use and familiarity with
appropriate language. This will take place in the Autumn term of Year 1 in order that their
transition to the National Cuwrriculum he successful.

Rationale for the Teaching and Learning of Speaking and Listening,
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Speaking and listening are vital skills for children to- acquire and are fundamental to their
language development. Children are taught to speak confidently and to adapt their
Work is planned within the context of the National Cwrriculum covering areas of:

*  Speaking

* Listening

*  Group discussion and interaction

* Drama

As well as class discussions, children will work in pairs and small groups requiring them
to contribute and adapt their speech in a range of contexts as well as listening to,
remembering, and responding to each other.

Throughout the school, where space is permitting, role play areas are used to build on
experiences and foster development through real and imaginary situations.

Rationale for the Teaching and Learning of Writing,

Writing will reflect the wide range outlined in the National Cwrriculum, with text, sentence

Talk for writing is a key approuch at Brockholes Wood. Oral story-telling enables children
to re-tell known stories with a series of actions for key words and key connectives hefore
they are asked to record formally. Writing, modelled by the teacher, is a key featwre of

In Key Stage 1, children are shown the importance and volue of communicating thought
through writing and are helped to develop accurate spelling and punctuation.

ImKegStagzZ mewwpragmsmmp}m&t&onﬂwsmu&ojlpiunnmg, drafting,

Children are given developmentally-appropriate opportunities to- write for sustained
periods of time on a weekly basis. Teaching across the cuwrriculum will also provide
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Handuwriti

Handwriting has taken a more important focus in the new cwrriculum, and we take
particular care in teaching our joined, cwrsive style, which is taught from Year 2. In
Reception and Year 1, children follow the mnemonics as taught in ouwr Phonics
Programme, Essential Letters and Sounds to ensure the formation of letters are mastered
hefore joining them together. Handwriting is a basic skill that influences the quality of
\Arork,throughouttkwwrwuhun Bg,theend,oj&Keg,Stagp/Z aLLpupil&s!wuldhmret!w
dﬂerenb}omoj&hwmmwlg,used,ﬁordjﬂmbpurpom We,auntcrmukahand)wnmlg
an automatic process that does not interfere with creative thinking. We encowruge parents
and carers to use the ‘Letter-join’ resowrces at home, to which we have arranged, for free
0CCess.

Spelling,

At Brockholes Wood, we follow the Spelling Shed scheme, which is carefully sequenced to
meet the requirements of the 2014 National Cwriculum. Teachers follow the medium-term
plan order and make use of the accompanying resources to support effective classroom
teaching. Online resources are also used to consolidate and extend learning. A new
spelling rule is introduced every Monday, and pupils are given a list of words to take
home. These words are pructised throughout the week in class and are also set on Spelling
Shed, online, where children can play games to reinforce their learning both at home and
at school. Each Friday, pupils complete a spelling test on that week's words, helping them
to apply their learning with increasing accwracy and confidence.

In the earlier years, children focus on high-frequency word lists and spelling patterns
linked to the Letters and Sounds guidance and appropriate phonics phases, to build a
wlearnandappLg,mbuththwmdeperldeannnng/andsenmeeveLwom helping to
reinforce accuracy and confidence in spelling.

Grammar

Grammar is taught daily through short, focused sessions of 5-10 minutes at the start of
every English lesson. Children practise and apply grammar skills in a variety of ways,
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including written work in their books, interactive games, and whitehoard activities to keep.
learning engaging and active. Every bwo weeks, pupils complete mini assessments which
address any gaps.

Writi

Writing is taught daily across all year groups, with pupils in Years 1-6 completing a "Big
Write' every two weeks to showcase and apply their learning. Each writing lesson begins
with a short grammaur starter, ensuring children build strong foundations in spelling,
punctuation and grammar. Lessons follow a clear writing process, introducing new genres
and@xchmn@Mlangxmg@ﬁeatum& struotumandvvcab&arg, \Mule/alscembzddmg,
uplevelling. A visual success criteria is used for each piece of writing, helping children to
clearly see what is expected of them. This is revisited during self- and peer-assessment at
the end of the writing process, and teachers also use the same criteria when marking to
ensure consistency and clarity. Alongside this, children are given frequent opportunities to
to inform ongoing assessment.

Phonics

At Brockholes Wood, we use the Letters and Sounds framework in Pre-school, and the
Essential Letters and Sounds programme in Reception and Year 1. Children are taught this
is in class groups, with a reading book avuilable to them that is fully decodable at their
stage, that is sent home to them on a Friday to be kept and re-read a minimuwm of 4 times
throughout the week.

Home R

At Brockholes Wood, we send home reading hooks from the class library on a regular
bhasis. Children in Reception and Year 1 have 2 hooks; one fully decodable book, and one
that is for reading for pleasure, or for parents/carers to read aloud to children. In Years 2
to Year 6, pupils take home a minimum of one reading hook for pleasuwre from the reading
library or the class Reading Canon, as well as a hook that is carefully matched to their
reading stage. In addition, they have access to a wide runge of online hooks and activities
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through Oxford Reading Buddy, which supports their independent reading and
comprehension skills. Children are expected to read daily at home, aiming for 3x a week,
and record, this in their home reading journal. They retwm their finished hook and, select a

Reading Rewurds and Celebrations

At Brockholes Wood, we celebrate and reward pupils reading achievements in a variety of
wuys to encouruge a lifelong love of hooks. Each week, one Reading Champion is chosen
classroom. The Reading Champion takes home the Class Reading Sack, which contains
the class reading bear, a shared reading diary, and a small treat (o sweet for EYFS-Year
4, and a hook light for Years 5-6). To recognise ongoing effort, pupils also earn 2 Dgjo
Points for every read, which contributes to their individual rewards. In addition, milestone
awuards are presented, to celebrute sustained commitment: 30 reads earn a Bronze badge
and hookmark, 60 reads a Silver badge and pencil, and 90 reads a Gold badge and a
special prize. These rewwrds help to keep pupils motivated and proud of their progress as
readers.

Aims

Our aims are to enahble children to:
* Read with enjoyment and understand for a variety of purposes.
*  Comumunicate effectively.

Breadth of Study

Each child will participate in:
* A daily English lesson including text, sentence and/or word work or drama
* Individual, group or paired reading sessions appropriate to their age
*  Phonics work in KS1 and where appropriate in KS2
* Daily SPAG work in hoth key stages
*  Regular sustained writing sessions
* Cross-cwrricular English activities.
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The New National Cuwrriculum — Continuity and Progression

We have implemented the statutory requirements for reading, speaking and listening and
based on the Key Learning Indicators of Performance and will ensuwre pupils cover these

Differentiation and Adaptive Teaching

EAL
Support for children who have English as an additional language is provided in a voriety
onwag& memwmmwwmmwm Speaking/

SEN

Children with additional educational needs receive extro support in the literacy lessons
Jrom teachers and teaching assistants. In KS1, children identified as needing additional
support will follow the Best Start Reading and Writing intervention programme. Children
identified as needing additional support in KS2 will receive extro support outside of the
structwre.

AGT

Children who are gifted and talented will be given opportunities to emhed their skills by
applying them in a variety of contexts. These may include writing through topic and,
‘writing for real .

Homework

All children are encouraged to take their reading hook home regularly and read to their
parents or to read independently. Home reading books are located in the corridors outside
classrooms, so that they can be selected by the children from a hook handed range at an
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Parents have a vital role to- play in the development of their children as readers. Children
are encowrnged to take their school reading hooks home to read and share with their
parents. Parents meetings on reading and helping children to read at home are held,
annually. Phonics guidance hooklets are sent out to- all new starters in the term bhefore
they start school. Guidance on reading expectations is written in the front of all home

on request.

Excellence in
English
This is celebruted
with::
*  The display of handwritten and word-processed work
*  Work heing read aloud to the class
* The publication of work in the form of individual books, class anthologies and class
newspapers.
*  Work heing celebrated, in Pruise Assembly
* Presentations to other classes

Planning

High quality texts should he the starting point of long-term planning. Teaching should
give pupils the opportunity to write in a range of genre with reference to the Lancashire
guidelines for genre coveruge. Writing tasks should be grounded in ‘real-life contexts.

Dﬂerenﬂamdpianmng,mmthat
There are achievuhble objectives for all children

*  Work is matched to children's ahilities and experiences

*  Work is differentiated by task(s) or outcome

* There is progression and continuity related to the previous learning and not the

* Children are appropriately grouped for collaborutive activities, or independent work.

Assessment and Record Keeping
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Ongoing assessment for learning (APL) will abways be an integral part of good practice.
See Assessment policy for further details.

Formative Assessments

*  Work produced in lessons is assessed. in line with the school's marking policy and
* Reading is assessed through Guided Reading sessions using the Lancashire LAPS.

Formal Summative Assessment
This will include:
* Non-statutory optional SATs tests

* End of key stage SATs tests
* Teacher assessment termly,

Resowrces
These mcLud,e-

* Reference library
Classrooms
These can include:

* big hooks

ICT Resouwrces

Pupils are given opportunities to apply and develop their ICT capahility through the use of
ICT tools to support their learning. These include the use of ICT-hased reference and
information such as online dictionaries and the internet, and the opportunity to assemble

and develop ideas on screen when writing. ICT softwure is also used as an effective
support to the teaching of spelling, for example Clicker.
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Role of the Subject Leader

The role of the subject leader is wide ranging and is crucial to raising standards in school
and supporting teachers and children. The role includes:

*  monitoring progress and evaluating impact

* undertaking book scrutinies

 ohserving teaching

. ing, reviewing, itoring and evalunting an action, plan

* peer couching and support

Equal Opportunities

We value each child as a unigue individual. We will strive to- meet the needs of all our
children and seek to enswre that we meet all statutory requirements related to matters of

inclusion. (This policy should be read in conjunction with the Single Equalities Policy).

SMCS (Sorial, Moral, Cultwral and Spiritual)

At Brockholes Wood, Primary School we provide a wide range of opportunities for pupils to
grow and develop in these areas in school and, the wider world. As part of our spiritual,
moral, social and cultwrol development we promote fundamental British values which are
at the heart of the ethos of our cwrriculum drivers at Brockholes Wood Primary School.
Our pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultwral development gives them the skills to- he
and nurture through a range of activities and opportunities both within and outside the
school erwironment

PREVENT

This policy is to he read in conjunction with the school's PREVENT policy, in response to a
legal duty from the DPE placed on schools to- have due regard, to the need to prevent
people from heing drawn into terrorism or he subject to radicalisation. 7he Counter
Terrorism and Security Act 2075, section 26th Fehruary 2015. In line with legislation to
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Signed English Lead: G.Milner

January: Septemher 2025

Review: Septemher 2026
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