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‘Shaping little lives into bright futures.’ 

Subject Intent Statement 
 

History 
 

Our intent for the teaching of history at Brockholes Wood School is to provide children with a coherent 
knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It will inspire pupils’ curiosity 

to know more about the past. The teaching will equip pupils to ask questions, think critically, weigh 
evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. At our school, history helps pupils to 

understand the differences in people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and 
relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 
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Historical themes covered: Childhood, Migration and Civilisations 
Key Concepts: Chronological Understanding, Events, People and Changes, Historical Enquiry and Knowledge and Interpretation 

Subject implementation content and coverage  
EYFS (Preschool – 3-4 years)  

(Understanding the World – Past and Present) 
Reception Early Learning Goals  

(Understanding the World – Past and Present) 

Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.  
Continue developing positive attitudes about the differences between people.  
Link to concept of childhood 

Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.  
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in class. 
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling. 
Link to concept of childhood 

  

Y1 Changes within living memory - Where appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national life – photos of themselves as babies, 
grandparent photos, war babies etc. ‘Welcome Home – Changes within living 
memory -  Sp 1 

Link to concept of childhood 

Understand significant historical people and places in their own locality. E.g. Sir 
Tom Finney footballer and the building of Brockholes Nature Reserve. Welcome 
Home – Changes within living memory -  Sp1 

 

 Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 
globally e.g. The Great Fire of London. ‘Blaze of Glory’ A2 Link to 
concept of civilisation 

  Childhood   Migration  Civilisations  

Y2 Understand significant historical places in their own locality. E.g. Guild Wheel. 
‘Proud Preston’ A1 Link to concept of childhood – Brockholes Wood past and 
present  

 
Know the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods e.g. Neil Armstrong compared with Christopher 
Columbus - Amazing Adventures - Sp 1 (Link to concept of childhood dreams & 
explorers) 
 

Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality e.g. Lytham 
St. Anne’s or Blackpool seaside and changes over time (link to concept of 
childhood). ‘Seaside Splendour – The seaside then (Victorian) and now -  Su2 
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 Childhood  Migration  Civilisations  

Y3 In depth local history study e.g. Preston. Guild Wheel, 
cotton industry and link to concept of childhood in the 
factories The Power of Preston – Local History -  A1 
 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  

 Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC  

 the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of 

its army  

 successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, 

including Hadrian’s Wall  

 British resistance, for example, Boudicca  

 ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: the impact of 

technology, culture and beliefs, including early 

Christianity. ‘Ruthless Romans’ Su 1 

 
Link to concept of migration 
 
 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age e.g. 

 late Neolithic Stone Age hunter-gatherers and 

early farmers  

 Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, for 

example, Stonehenge Iron Age hill forts: tribal 

kingdoms, farming, art and culture. ‘Rock and 

Roll’ Sp 1 

Link to concept of civilisation 
 

  Childhood   Migration  Civilisations  

Y4   The achievements of earliest civilizations e.g. Ancient 
Egypt. (link to concept of civilisation and importance of the 
Nile for trade, building pyramids, architectural 
achievements, burial traditions) ‘Water, Water Everywhere’ 
Su 1 
 
A study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066, e.g. 
The Great Plague – linked to geography waste and Great 
Fire of London (covered in Y1) link to concept of civilisation 
by comparing London then and now ‘The Great Plague’ A2  
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 Childhood  Migration  Civilisations  

Y5  A non-European society that provides contrasts with 
British history – one study chosen from: early 
Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. 
AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West 
Africa) c. AD 900-1300. Link to concept of migration 
and compare to Romanised Britain from Y3) The 
Cogs of Creation – Baghdad -  Sp 2 
 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and 
achievements and their influence on the western 
world. (link to concept of civilisation) The 
Extraordinary Olympians – Ancient Greece’ Su 2 
 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. ‘The 
Land we live in’ A1 

 

  Childhood   Migration  Civilisations  

Y6  
A study over time tracing how several aspects of 
national history are reflected in the locality (this can 
go beyond 1066) Link to concept of migration and 
the Wind rush generation migrating to England for 
work establishing the NHS etc. Link to cotton mills in 
Preston. ‘Lights, Camera, Action!’ Su 2 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor. ‘It’s a Mystery!’ - The Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England - Sp 1 & 
2 
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Key Concepts: Chronological Understanding, Events, People and Changes, Historical Enquiry and Knowledge and 
Interpretation  

 

Year Autumn Spring Summer 
1 Great Fire of London – A2 (Civilisations) 

 
1. To recount some interesting facts from the fire 
of London. 
To know what a source is and use different 
sources and answer questions about the Fire of 
London using an 
artefact/photographs/images/paintings etc.  
 
2. To retell a familiar story of the Great Fire of 
London and sequence events and objects in order 
on a simple timeline, using common phrases to 
show the passing of time.  
 
3. To recognise the distinction between London 
past and present (e.g. London's 1666 houses and 
people and their modern equivalent). 
 
4. To begin to understand the reasons why 
people in the Fire of London acted as they did 
from a range of sources 
 
5. To ask and answer questions about old and 

Welcome Home – Changes within living 
memory – Sp1 (Childhood) 
1.To tell others about things that happened 
when I was little. 
To recognise the distinction between past and 
present versions of myself (e.g. the difference 
between photographs of themselves as a baby 
and now). 
 
2. To use simple stories and other sources to 
show an understanding of key features of 
events including recalling personal events. 
 
3. To explore and understand significant 
historical people (Sir Tom Finney footballer). 
 
4. To explore and understand the history of 
places in their own locality (the building of 
Brockholes Wood Primary School).  
 
5. To spot old and new things in pictures.  
To consider why things may change over time 
and identify some of the basic ways the past 
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new and say what I think an object was used for 
in the Fire of London.  
To identify some similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods in 
London. 
 
6. Recognise that their own lives are different 
from the lives of people in the past by describing 
some of the topics, events and people that they 
have studied (e.g. comparing modern fire engines 
to fire marks and leather buckets and consider 
what impact these have on the spreading of fire). 

can be represented e.g. through pictures.  
To place a few events and objects in order by 
using common phrases to show the passing of 
time using a simple timeline (e.g. old, new, 
young, and baby, children, grown up). 
 
 
6. To know that we celebrate certain events 
because of what happened years ago. 
 

2 Proud Preston – Brockholes Wood Past and 
Present – A1 (Childhood) 
 
1. To identify some similarities and differences 
between their own present and aspects of the 
past in terms of significant/ historical in places 
in Preston. 
 
2. To recognise that their own lives are different 
from the lives of local people in the past. 
   To ask and answer questions about Preston in 
the past through observing and handling a range 
of sources, such as, maps, objects, pictures about 
their past, buildings, written sources. 
 
3. To find things out about Preston in the past by 
talking to an older person. 

Amazing Adventures – Comparison between 
Neil Armstrong compared to Christopher 
Columbus – Sp1 (Migration) 
1. To recount simple stories about Neil 
Armstrong or Christopher Columbus accurately 
and suggest why these people and events 
were important. 
 
2. To use and make simple comparisons to 
parts of stories about explorers, and the 
features of their historical events (such as the 
first moon landing). 
 
3. To research and compare the life of Neil 
Armstrong and Christopher Columbus using 
different resources. 
 

Seaside Splendour – Victorian Seaside Su2 
(Civilisation) 
1. To find out when and how seaside holidays 
became popular. 
 To explore what a Victorian seaside holiday 
was like and what people did at the seaside. 
To use sources (photographs, paintings, 
adverts and maps etc.) to answer questions 
out about seaside holidays in the Victorian 
Times.  
 
2. To find out what clothing people wore to 
the seaside and what transport was available 
in the Victorian times. 
To use sources (photographs, paintings, 
adverts and maps etc.) to answer questions 
out about seaside holidays in the Victorian 
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4. To answer questions using different sources 
about Preston in the past, e.g. maps, artefacts, 
photographs etc.  
To begin to understand the importance of basing 
ideas on source evidence 'I think this because in 
the picture...'  
 
5.To use words and phrases like before I was 
born, when I was younger, before, after, past, 
present, then and now in my historical learning 
 
 

4. To ask and answer questions about the 
past through observing a range of sources, 
such as pictures, films and written sources. 
To understand the importance of basing ideas 
on source evidence 'I think this because in the 
picture...' 
 
5. To explain why Neil Armstrong and 
Christopher Columbus acted in the way they 
did and recount some interesting facts from a 
historical event.  
 
6. To identify some similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different periods (Neil 
Armstrong and Christopher Columbus). 
 

Times. 
 
3. To sequence a set of pictures of the seaside 
past/present in chronological order and give 
reasons for their order.  
To ask and answer questions about the 
seaside in Victorian times through observing, 
using and handling a range of sources 
(photographs, paintings, adverts and maps).  
 
4. To recognise the distinction between present 
and past in their own and other people's lives 
(e.g. leisure, clothing, tourism and transport in 
Victorian times etc.) 
To use sources (photographs, paintings, 
adverts and maps etc.) to answer questions 
out about seaside holidays in the Victorian 
Times. 
 
5. To identify some similarities and differences 
between ways of life in Victorian times in 
comparison to today (e.g. seaside resorts now 
and then). 
To know where some people and events fit 
into a chronological framework by using 
common words and phrases about the passing 
of time (before, after, a long time ago, past, 
Victorian times…). 
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6. To compare seaside holidays in the past 
with seaside holidays today. 
To use sources (photographs, paintings, 
adverts and maps etc.) to answer questions 
out about seaside holidays in the Victorian 
Times. 

3 The Power of Preston: Local History – A1 
(Civilisation) 
 
1. To appreciate that the early Brits would not 
have communicated as we do, worked as we do 
or have eaten as we do. 
To use sources to address historically valid 
questions and hypotheses about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance. (Ask 
questions e.g. ‘How did..?’ ‘Why were..?’ ‘What 
was important..?’).  
 
2. To make some links between and across 
periods within Preston, such as the difference 
between clothes, food, building, childhood and 
work conditions.  
To understand some of the methods of historical 
enquiry and how evidence is used to make 
historical claims. 
To use various sources of evidence to answer 
questions. 
 
3. To understand some significant aspects of 

Rock and Roll: Stone Age – SP1 (civilisation) 
 
1. To begin to picture what life would have 
been like for the early settlers. 
To use some sources to start devising 
historically valid questions about change and 
significance within the development of 
farming and of settlement.  
To use various sources of evidence to answer 
questions and recognise how sources of 
evidence are used to make historical claims. 
Ask questions such as, ‘What might this tell us 
about..?’ 
 
 
 
2. To understand the complexity of the 
building of Stonehenge. 
To use methods of historical enquiry to begin 
to understand the transportation of the 
Bluestones in the building of Stonehenge.  
To recognise the part that archaeologists have 
had in helping us understand more about 

Ruthless Romans – SU1 (migration) 
 
1. To understanding the expansion of empires 
and achievements and follies of mankind. 
 
2. To research, compare and use my 
‘information finding skills’ to write about the 
successful and unsuccessful invasion of 
Britain by Claudius Conquest and Julius 
Caesar. 
To describe events from the past using 
specialist dates and terms, and to understand 
this period as the ‘Romans’. 
 
3. To understand British resistance (Boudica). 
To suggest why certain events happened as 
they did in history.  
 
4. To explain how people who lived in the past 
cooked and travelled differently and used 
different weapons from ours. (E.g. the impact 
and comparisons of Roman roads, weapons 
and foods). 
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history in terms of the expansion and changes 
within Preston.  
To understand some of the methods of historical 
enquiry and how evidence is used to make 
historical claims. 
To use various sources of evidence to answer 
questions. 
 
4. To be able to describe how Nick Park has 
shaped the local area and the nation. 
To use various sources of evidence to answer 
questions. 
 
 
 

what happened in the past.  
 
3. To place the construction of Stonehenge into 
chronological order.  
To describe events and periods using the 
words: BC, AD and decade. 
 
4. To use a timeline within the Stone Age to 
Iron Age to set out the order things may have 
happened. 
 
5. To make some links between and across 
periods, such as the similarities and 
differences between clothes, food, buildings or 
transport (e.g. between hunter-gatherers and 
early farmers). 
 
 
 

To make some links between and across 
periods, such as the differences between 
clothes, food, buildings and transport – 
Comparing The Romans to present day as well 
as previous topics. 
To understanding some of the ways in which 
the Roman Empire has shaped this nation. 
 
5. To understand the building of Hadrian’s 
Wall. 
To use sources to address historically valid 
questions and hypotheses about change, 
cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance. (Ask questions e.g. ‘How did..?’ 
‘Why were..?’ ‘What was important..?’ )   
To understanding some of the ways in which 
the Roman Empire has shaped this nation. 

4 The great Plague – A2 (Civilisation) 
 
1. To research what life was like for different 
people during the Great Plague and use 
photographs and illustrations to present their 
findings. 
To appreciate how items found from the Great 
Plague help us to build up an accurate picture of 
how people lived in the past (primary and 
secondary sources). 

 Ancient Egypt (including the River Nile) – SU2 
(Civilisation)  
 
1. To understanding why people settled on the 
River Nile.  
To research similarities and differences 
between given periods in history - how the 
Nile was used in Ancient Egypt compared to 
today. 
To use specialist dates and terms to place 
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2. To research more than one version of an event 
and say how they differ. E.g. to research the 
different theories behind how the fire began (link 
to different version of events LO). 
To understand that different versions of the past 
may exist (artist’s pictures, museum displays, 
written sources). 
 
3. To use sources as a basis for research into 
whether the uniform of a plague doctor would 
work as protection from the disease. 
To understand that different versions of the past 
may exist (artist’s pictures, museum displays, 
written sources). 
 
4. To understand the key events of the Great 
plague, e.g. what the Great Plague was, why it 
happened and spread and how the Great Plague 
of 1665 affected London and beyond. 
To use a timeline to describe the key events 
within the Great Plague.  
 
5. To identify some of the different ways in 
which the Great Plague can be learned from by 
making links to present day – medicine, 
cleanliness, clothes etc. 
To explain how events from the past have helped 
shape our lives. E.g. medicine and buildings. 

Ancient Egypt into a chronology. BCE/ AD/ 
Chronology. 
To identify where some periods studied fit into 
a chronological framework by noting 
connections, trends and contrasts over time 
 
2. To make connections and draw contrasts 
between Pyramids of Ancient Egypt and 
Stonehenge to understand how life might have 
changed. 
To understand that different versions of the 
past may exist (artist’s pictures, museum 
displays, written sources). 
To use specialist dates and terms to place 
Ancient Egypt into a chronology. BCE/ AD/ 
Chronology. 
To identify where some periods studied fit into 
a chronological framework by noting 
connections, trends and contrasts over time. 
 
3. To explore the process of mummification as 
a method of preservation and attitudes to life 
after death, e.g. religion/ canopic jars. 
To understand that different versions of the 
past may exist (artist’s pictures, museum 
displays, written sources). 
 
4. To use sources to test hypotheses about the 
lives of the Ancient Egyptians. 
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6. To conduct research to identify similarities and 
differences between given periods in history in 
London. - London then and now & investigate 
whether The Great Plague could happen today, 
Coronavirus link/comparison.  
To explain how events from the past have helped 
shape our lives. E.g. medicine and buildings. 
 

To use sources to ask questions about change, 
cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance (e.g. the lifestyles and beliefs of 
the Ancient Egyptians). 
 
 

5 The land we live in: Anglo Saxons – A1 
(Civilisation) 
1 - To conduct an in-depth study of the Anglo-
Saxon period, using appropriate vocabulary when 
describing the passing of time and historical 
concepts. 
To understand methods of historical enquiry, 
how evidence is used to make historical claims 
about the Anglo-Saxons. 
To use sources to begin to discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the 

past have been constructed. 

2. To gain historical perspective by studying 

aspects of Anglo-Saxon cultural, economic, and 

social life.  

To recognise and describe how the Anglo-Saxons 

integrated into the indigenous population. 

The cogs of Creation: Baghdad – SP2 
(Migration)  
 
1. To understand that wars have happened 
from a very long time ago and it is often 
associated with invasion, conquering or 
religious differences. 
To research and use the appropriate 
vocabulary regarding the passing of time 
within the Islamic Golden Age (primary 
source, secondary source, reliability). 
 
2. To understand how our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of different 
sources and that different versions of past 
events often exist, giving some reasons for 
this. 
 To understand how evidence is used to make 
historical claims about Baghdad AD900 and 
why contrasting arguments have been 

Ancient Greece – SU2 (Civilisation)  
 
1. To use sources to establish evidence for 
particular historical lines of enquiries. This 
source shows that… it tells us that… it could 
also be interpreted as…  
To understand how our knowledge of the past 
is constructed from a range of different 
sources and that different versions of past 
events often exist, giving some reasons for 
this. 
   
2. To use sources as a basis for research from 
which they will begin to use information as 
evidence to test hypotheses.  
  
3. To evaluate sources to make historical 
claims, and discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed. 
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3. To use sources as a basis for research from 

which they will begin to use information as 

evidence to test hypotheses (examining the 

settlement patterns and reasons for the Anglo-

Saxons and Scots). 

  

4. To analyse connections, trends, and contrasts 

over the Anglo-Saxon periods (people, places, 

and events). 

  

5. To sequence events through the use of 

appropriate terms relating to the passing of time 

and identify where these events fit into a 

chronological framework during the Anglo-Saxon 

period. 

To compose a timeline with different time periods 

to identify previous topics and the chronological 

knowledge around these. 

  

6. To make comparisons between historical 

constructed.  
 
3. To recognise and describe the countries 
Baghdad AD900 influenced. 
To address and devise historically valid 
questions about change and continuity, cause 
and consequence, similarity and difference, 
and significance. Ask questions such as, ‘How 
did life change..?’ ‘Why do we remember..?’ 
‘Why do people disagree..?’ (Ongoing 
throughout the topic). 
 
 
 
4. To make connections between the House of 
Wisdom and other history units they have 
already studied.  
To place features of historical events and 
people from past societies and periods in a 
chronological framework 
  
 
5. To analyse connections, trends and 
contrasts over time. 
 
 
 

 
4. To show connections and trends within and 
across periods of study (e.g. by making 
connections between Ancient Greek 
developments and other history units they 
have already studied). 
To analyse connections, trends and contrasts 
over time (e.g. Greek influences and their 
applications to the lives of people in different 
periods). 
 
 
5. To sequence events and periods through the 
use of appropriate terms relating to the 
passing of time.  
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periods, explaining things that have changed and 

things that have stayed the same. 

To understand connections and trends by 

comparing the Anglo-Saxons and other history 

units they have already studied. 

    

7. To appreciate that significant events in history 

have helped shape the country we have today. 

To understand connections and trends by 

comparing the Anglo-Saxons and other history 

units they have already studied. 

 

 
 
 

6  It’s a Mystery – The Viking and Anglo Saxon 
Struggle for the Kingdom of England – SP1 
and SP 2 (civilisation)  
 
1. To recognise and describe the extent of 
diversity, change and continuity (e.g. 
understanding how different people settled) 
 

Windrush generation (migration focus) – link 
to Preston cotton mills – Su2 (migration)  
 
1. To understand the characteristic features of 
non-European societies, e.g.  achievements 
and follies of mankind. 
To use appropriate vocabulary when 
describing the passing of time and historical 
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2. To understand how our knowledge of the 
past is constructed from a range of different 
sources and that different versions of past 
events often exist, giving some reasons for 
this.  

To begin to evaluate sources to make historical 
claims and discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past 
have been constructed, and establish evidence 
for particular enquiries. 

 
3. To describe the consequences of historical 
events, situations, and changes, e.g., the 
impact on people’s lives from the Viking and 
Anglo-Saxon struggle.. 
 
4.  To analyse connections, trends, and 
contrasts by placing key events and people 
from the Viking and Anglo-Saxon period from 
400 AD to 1067 AD. 
 
5. To summarise what Britain may have learnt 
from other countries and civilizations. 
  
6. To use sources to recognise why some 
events, people, and changes might be judged 
as more historically significant than others 
(link to events, people, and changes). 

concepts (propaganda, bias, primary source, 
secondary source, reliability...). 
 
2. To evaluate first-hand sources from After 
Windrush in 1948. 
To make connections, draw contrasts, analyse 
trends, and frame historically valid questions 
of relevant historical information. 
 
3. To make historical claims and discern how 
and why contrasting arguments and 
interpretations of the past have been 
constructed, and establish evidence for 
particular enquiries. 
 
4. To gain historical perspective by placing 
their growing knowledge into different 
contexts (e.g., is it cultural, economic, 
military, political, religious, or social history?) 
– (Windrush/migration). 
 
5. To analyse connections, trends, and 
contrasts over time (Windrush Generation). 
 
6. To begin to recognise why some events, 
people, and changes might be judged as more 
historically significant than others. 
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7. To recognise and describe differences and 
similarities between different periods of 
history.  
To know and understand the history of 
England as a coherent, chronological 
narrative, with particular focus on the period 
from 850AD to 1066AD. 
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